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therefore it is here certainly that we must look for
the initial impetus of all dynamic phenomena.    We
also   saw   that   function   (nutrition,   reproduction,
growth, multiplication, qualitative perf ectionment) is
essentially statical, and therefore it is useless to look
in this direction.    If, however, we examine the phe-
nomena of function, we shall see that they are all
indirect in the sense of not following immediately
upon the act that produces them as the effect of an
efficient cause.    Such an act is not a causa efficiem
but a causa sine qua non.    In unintelligent beings it
is not to be supposed that the agents that perform
the acts that produce functional effects have any
conception of the nature of such effects.    The ani-
mal does not eat in order to nourish its body, but to
satisfy hunger, nor does it perform the reproductive
act in order to continue its race, but to gratify an
instinct.    In the human race, so far as man's animal
nature is concerned, the case is scarcely different,
and the most rational communities would forthwith
disappear but for the impulses that indirectly lead to
their preservation.    These functional results are un-
desired.    They are automatic.    The will does not
enter into their production.    This of itself explains
their statical character.    Whatever is dynamic must
be desired, must be due to motive, must be a product
of will power.    The act itself of satisfying desire is
not dynamic and if no effort were required, there
could be no modification of structure.    It is pre-
cisely because, in the great majority of cases, effort